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served it not, For he had read in Exodus how the Lord gave
Moses a command for the construction of the Tabernacle,
and had chosen Masters of the Works \cperum magi$tro$\ by
name, and had filled them with the spirit of God in wisdom
and in understanding and in knowledge and in all manner of
workmanship in gold and silver and brass, precious stones
and wood and all kinds of arts; also he had known by pious
consideration that God delighteth in such adornments, which
he purposed to have constructed by the teaching and authority
of the Holy Ghost, believing that without His inspiration no
man might bring any such thing to pass. Wherefore, most
beloved son, make thou no long delay, but believe in full
faith that the Spirit of God hath filled thine heart when thou
hast adorned his house with so great beauty and such manifold
comeliness; and, lest perchance thou distrust me, I will unfold
by evident reasons that, whatsoever thou canst learn, under-
stand, or excogitate in the arts, this is given unto thee by the
grace of the Sevenfold Spirit,..
Cheered by these supporting virtues, my beloved son, thou
hast approached God's house in all faith, and adorned it with
such abundant comeliness; and, having illuminated the vaults
or the walls with divers works and divers colours, thou hast in
a manner shown forth to the beholders a vision of God's para-
dise, bright as springtide with flowers of every hue, fresh with
green grass and leaves, and refreshing the souls of the saints
with crowns proportioned to their divers merits1; whereby thou
makest them to praise God in His creatures and to preach His
wonders in His works, For man's eye knoweth not whereon
first to gaze; if he look up at the vaults, they are as mantles
embroidered with spring flowers2; if he regard the walls,
there is a manner of paradise; if he consider the light
streaming through the windows, he marvelleth at the price-
less beauty of the glass and at the variety of this most
precious work. If the faithful soul chance to behold the
1 These were the aureoles: see Coulton, From Si Fronds to DanU,.iv& ed.f
pp. 169, 381.
3 Vernanf quasi pallia; cf. the Squire in Ctwicer's Prd$g*te\ "Embro&ded
was lie, as it were a meede Al ful of fressbe floures whyte and reede."
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